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CHAPTER I 
HITRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
All over the United States today cities and towns are working on 
curriculum revision. Many educators believe that children's interests 
as expressed in their questions bear implications for those who are 
working on curriculum revision committees. It is often through questions 
that a child makes known his needs and interests .1 
)Y.hat do children want to know about their world? IVhat kinds of 
questions do they ask about their world? The present study attempts to 
, achieve the following objectives: 
1. To determine from the questions of selected sixth grade pupils 
just what boys and girls want to know about their world. 
2. To categorize responses in the light of objective criteria. 
3. To determine the number of ideas in each category in relation 
to the total number of ideas expressed. 
4. To determine the proportion of pupil response in each category 
in relation to the total number of pupils in the investigation. 
5. To compare all of the findings with those of the Clark2 study to 
see if children's questions, freelywritten, have changed in 
the last decade. 
1 Edythe T. Clark, et. al., What Children i'fant to Know About Their 
World, Unpublished Ed.M. Thesis, Boston University, 1952. 
1 
Review of Literature 
Stern3 implies that in the beginning of civilization, man had to ask 
questions about his environment and learn to adjust for his very survival. 
This idea in reference to modern times is mentioned by Hooper4 vmen she 
describes the child and his world: 
His crib, his house, his yard, neighborhood, the 
town and the entire world become a part of his world as 
he continues in search for new adventure. When1 How'Z 
Wny'l What'Z are the questions he raises nor is he satisfied 
until he finds satisfying answers. As he explores, 
experiments, and questions he comes gradually to know his 
world and to make adjustment to it. 
The natural curiosity expressed in the school child's interests is 
realized by Van Raalte 5 when he suggests that teachers should recognize 
children's questions as clues and do as much as possible to keep their 
, curiosity alive. 
Zimmer6 tells of a study where the children's questions were 
.1 recorded by the teacher for future use. ·later when time was: allowed 
each child would read his question. The teacher found out through 
informal discussions that:. 
Frequently this 1vas all that ;vas necessary to satisfy 
the child's curiosity., Sometimes ansvrers were found best 
3 Geiia M. Stern, "Insatiable Curiosity," Childhood Education (January, 
1940), 16:: 2.11-213. 
4 laura Hooper, "Childrens Interests and the School Curriculum, 11 American 
Childhood (May, 1937), 2.2.: 12-13. 
5 R.~c. Van Raalte, ""iTh.at Can We Do With Questions Children Ask'Z," 
;j Wisconsin Journal of Education (September, 1957), 90: 27-2.9. 
,, 
6 Louise Zimmer, "Curiosity Builds a Curriculum," Childhood Education, 
(January, 1940), 16: 205-207. 
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through experimentation or through excursions. In 
several instances a more mature group interested in 
our endeavors found and interpreted difficult material 
for us by sending a delegate to give us their findings. 
A survey in 1937 in the Newton, Massachusetts schools for the pur-
pose of future revision of the social studies curriculum revealed these 
four factors: ( l) a wide spread <>f' interests on each grade level; 
(2) an overlapping of predominating interests throughout the elementary 
sohool with (3) a deci~ed difference in relation to the phase of 
interest on each grade level; (4) a predominating interest in science. 7 
Bruner8 in 1941, pointing to himself and others in education after 
doing a study on the conditions of curriculum and improvement, brought 
out the idea that too many people have been more concerned about the 
far-off goals than in the methods by which to attain them. In the same 
study, Bruner9 also L~plies a note of pessimism concerning curriculum 
trends: 
Perhaps the most si~ificant trend in the entire 
curriculum improvement movement lies in the attempt 
to find new patterns of organiza·bion for materials 
and experiences. \'Vhile this trend to find new bottles, 
if not new wine, is indicated in many instances throughout 
this study, one is forced to the conclusion that in 
most cases the content remains more or less the same. 
The implication of using children 1 s interests and hmv the curriculum 
7 Laura Hooper, tip. cit. 
,1 8 Herbert Bruner, What Our Schools Are Teaching, Bureau of Publications, 
:1 Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, 1941. 
d 
9 Ibid. 1 P• 205. 
, ~ -----~--~~·· .. 
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could be affected. has a difficulty pointed out by Larrick10 in that the 
individual interests of each c~ild 1 even a special group, will vary with 
amazing range and intensity. But Iarrick also warns that caution toward 
the use of blanket texts should be exercised. This is evident when she 
s,tates :: 
••• we are inclined to get the feeling that all 
children in every conununi ty are thinking and reacting 
the same way. Perhaps there are natiomvide trends at 
certain times - due directly ar indirectly to ellViron-
mental influences. that are fairly universal in our 
culture. But community influences are strong too 1 so 
strong that the inter~ats of children in the small or 
rural community may differ greatly from interests of 
the city child. 
Ho>vever, Zimmer11 sees value in the use of children's questions 
because of the wide participation of individual children. ' It vvas· also 
noted that the more interesting questions came fro~ those few children 
having much difficulty with the mechani~s of reading. In her conclusion 
she brings out the idea that essentially ••• these children are meeting 
life with an open, inquiring mind; are learning early the value of 
scientific experimentation 1 and are developing an understanding of the 
complexity of modern civilization. 
Perhaps Hooper12 best describes the reason for considering the use 
10 u. Larrick, "Making the Most of Children's In-t:;erests," Education 
(1lay 1953.), 73:. 523-31. 
ll lA:>Uise Zimmer, op. cit. 
12 Laura. Hooper, op. cit • 
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of children's interests and questions as a method of improving the 
curriculunH 
V'fuen educators begin to meet the child where he is, 
to help him find answers to his own questions~ this is 
the beginning point of intelligent curriculum planning. 
Lowry'sl3 study in 1949 of children's voluntary questions included 
243 boys and 2a9 girls in grades K-6. The questions were collected for a 
six months' period. A total of 1056 questions Trere recorded. Three 
conclusions were of particular interest: (1) More questions vrere ask~d 
in social studies than in any other classification; (a) Grade 6-1 
(October in Grade Six) displayed special interest in aviation and 
current events:; (3) All grade levels manif'ested an interest in science 1 
especially in the world about us, animals, weather, growing things, and 
machines. 
In 1952, Clarkl4 found that 46.51 per cent of' all questions asked 
by boys and girls in grade six could be classified as social studies. 
Bak:erl5 found that 50 per cent of the total 9280 questions asked ca.."'lle 
under the classification of social studies. However, Bakerl6 also 
made this observation: 
••• there is a marked decline (in interest) in the 
a.ixth (grade). This is not to be taken as evidence of 
a decrease in interest in the story of' man's progress~ 
13 Mable C. Low'I"y, Childrens Voluntary Questions, Unpublished Master's 
Thesis, Boston University, 1949~ pp. 34-5. 
I' 1 14 Edythe Clark., op. cit., p. 67. 
:1 -
!I 
:1 15 EmilyV. Baker, Childrens Questions and Their Implications for 
'~ Planning the Curriculum, Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, New York, 1945. 
' 16 Ibid • ., P• 142. 
5 
however. The steady increase in the percentage of 
pupils who raised questions about man as a social being, 
about methods of communication and transportation and 
about inventions indicates an increasing interest in 
social behavior. 
ii 17 
n To this point I Chase I in a summary of research on social studies 
i: ,, 
!i found that, generally, social studies were not among the more popular 
ll il fields of interest in the elementary curriculum. 
II 
1
1 Jersildl8 in studying children 1 s interests also discovered that in 
:! 
grades 4 t~ough 12 children disliked social studies by a ratio of 2:1 
' 
1i over those who said they liked social studies. 
ii 
11 A paradox is suggested here in that interest seems to be deere~ 
:; in the social studies by the time of grade six to a marked degree and 
yet at the same time, the percentage of children asking questions in 
this area increases. 
li The statistics in the following table, particularly the differences 
:! in increase of the per cent of children who asked questions, indicate 
il 
~ I 
;! 
i,\ 
'I 
ii 
ii 
!I 
:I 
ii 
" 
" ~ 1 
further the trend of children 1 s interests in 1951 as compared with 
Baker's 1941 figures. 
:I 
;J 
!I 17 W. Linwood Chase and Gilbert M. Wilson, "Preference Studies in 
!I Elementary School Social Studies , 11 Journal of Education (April, 1958), 
U Vol. 140, No. 4:.28. 
•' 
•I 
'i 18 Arthur T. Jersild and R¢h J. Tasch, Childrens Interests and What 
;l They Suggest for Education, Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, 
n Columbia University, New York, 1949, P• 77. 
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TABlE I 
COMPARISON OF TEE BAKER STUDY TO THE EIGHT MOST POPUlAR CATEGORIES OF 
'rHE CLARK STUDY BASED OU THE PER CENT OF THE TOTAL NilliffiER OF QUESTIONS 
ASKED AND THE PER CEUT OF THE TOTAL 1fUMBER OF CHILDREN vm:o ASKED QUESTIONS 
IN EACH CATEGORY 
CIARK STUDY % of Total Questions % of Total Uumber 
Asked of Children 
Eight Most Popular Categories 1941 1951 1941 1951 
Baker Clark Baker Clark 
1. :Man as a Social Being 8.96 7 .. 86 33.26 47.36 
2., Cornmnnication 6.90 7.06 27.94 47.16 
3,. School 6.49 5.92 24.61 36.01 
4. The Earth 6.34 5.59 '28.60 32.61 
5. ,war 6.09 5.99 24.39 40 •. 85 
6. Travel and Transportation 5.03 4.75 22.62 33.73 
7. Recreation 3.312 4.40 13.75 30.19 
8. Problems of Personal and 
Social Adjustment 2.81 7.09 12.42 34.69 
In Table I# it is of interest to note the 4.28 per cent increase in 
the number of questions asked in the Clark19 study nnder the category 
Problems of Personal and Social Adjustment. The other seven categories 
under the total number of questions asked do not vary more than 1.50 per 
cent. Although the number of questions asked varies little in ten years, 
it is significant to note the substantial increases in the number of 
children who asked que~tions in each category. Of particular interest 
is the 22.27 per cent increase of children in the Clark20 study who 
19 Edythe Clark# op. cit. 
2.0 Ibid. 
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': 
:l asked questions concerned with Problems of Personal and Social Adjustment. 
I 
:j Increases in the number of children are also significant in tl~ six other 
!i 2 22 
11 categories from the Clark 1 study in comparison to the Baker study a 
il 
:I 
:1 decade before. ;: 
Children asking questions about lJa.n as a Soc ia1 Bein,g 
II increased 14.10 per cent; The Earth~ 4.01 per cent; ·_,fur~ 16.46 per cent; 
!I 
:
1 
Travel and Transportation, 11.11 per cent; and Recreation~ 16.44 per cent. 
!I 
ij 
i! 
:j 
H 
:i 
1.! 
f1 
!I 
" 'I ;: 
" 
., 
ii 
:i 
;; 
!I 
~ i 
!l 
II 
:j 21 
!I 
\i 22 
~ ~ 
:f 
Ibid. 
Emily V. Baker, op. cit. 
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CHAPTER II 
PROCEDURE 
The purpose of this research project was to determine specifically 
;j just what questions children in grade six would like to have answered 
:i 
., 
q 
ii 
:I 
about their world today~ co.mpared with the questions children asked a 
decade ago in a similar study made by Clark1 and others. 
The town used in this study is a New England agricultural center 
il >Thich during both ~Vorld Nar II and the Korean 'ifar expanded greatly in 
il 
il 
!I 
population because of its very active air base during these times. 
il The population of the Clar~ study came from several cities and 
i 
II towns in Hew England. The population in the present study is composed :i 
!j 
1! of all the sixth grade pupils in a northern Maine community of about ii 
i! f"'\. !I thirteen thousand people. Their questions vrill be compared to those 
asked by large populations of school children in much larger tmVJas and 
!I cities and in a period of time exactly one decade earlier. 
,, 
l! 
} 
.I 
ifuen permission had been received from the Superintendent of Schools. 
;j information and direction sheets were sent to all sixth grade teachers 
;: 
:i 
' in the conununity .. An instruction sheet for the teacher of every si:th 
grade participating in the study vvas constructed so as to obtain 6 as 
The il nearly as possible, the child's free and unrestrained response. 
questions were gathered on December 11, 1961. Following are the exact 
instructions and information given to each teacher. 
!! 
t' 
:I il l Edythe T. Clark, op. cit. 
! 
2 Ibid., pp. 15-16. 
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TEACHER INFORMATION 
We are grateful for your cooperation in obtaining questions from 
each of your children. 
The purpose of these questions is to determine the nature of the 
spontaneous responses of the 250 children in grade six with respect to 
~fuat Children Nant to Know About Their World. 
Quite rightly you may wonder if asking questions without getting any 
answers is very appealing to children. We doubt that it is. On the other 
hand, a study of suctr questions taken in conjunction with other research 
does have implications for elementary curriculum workers. 
Please follow the directions below exactly and without elaboration. 
We ask this that a 11 250 children will have identical directions from 
their teachers. We would appreciate it if this project were done during 
the week of December 11th, and that all sixth grades in your building do 
it at the same time. 
The Boston University Seminar 
in Elementary Education. 
DIRECTIONS TO THE TEACHER 
1. Distribute large sheets; of ·white composition paper. 
2.,. Either pen or pencil may be used. 
3. Read these directions to the children: 
A. OII THE FIRST LINE HRITE TEE DATE. 
B. ON THE NEXT LINE NRITE BOY OR GIRL. 
C. PEN OR PENCILS DOVffl. 
4. Nrite this title on the board: ~ Questions ·would You Like to ~ 
Answered 'I 
5. Read the following paragraph to the pupils: 
BOYS .AND GIRLS - IF SOMEONE HAD THE TIME AND KNEW ENOUGH TO ANS'IVER ALL OF 
YOUR QUESTIONS., iffi.A·r Qt.i"ESTIONS WOULD YOU ASK1 PERHAPS YOU HA.VE SEEn 
SOMETHinG, HEARD SOMETHING., READ SOMETHING, OR JUST THOUGHT ABOUT OOME-
THING WEICH IvlADE YOU iUSH OOMEONE COUlD .A}J Si'VER QUESTIONS WR YOU AB01JT 
THOSE THINGS. ON YOUR PAPERS Y'iRITE DOWN ALL THOSE QUESTIOUS YOU WOUID 
LIKE TO HAVE ANSViERED. SPELL ALL WORDS THE BEST YOU CAN. 
6. Allow the class to continue to v~ite until all but two or three have 
finished. 
7. Those who finish before the others should turn to other tasks. 
a. If I.Q.'s are available would you go around the class while the 
children are ~iting their questions, and write in the upper right 
corner the child's I.Q. (Do it in this fashion - 9 for an I.Q. of 109, 
or 18 for 118, or the exact figure for those below 100.) 
10 
~ 
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'i 
9. Collect the papers and give them to your superintendent no later than 
Friday, December 15th. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
Since this is a comparative study with the previous study done by 
Clark3 in 1952, the same thirty-three categories and their sub-categories 
have been used. 
Sow.e questions, due to their nature, could not be placed under the 
sub-categories given in the Clark4 thesis. Therefore, a miscellaneous 
section has been added to 9lery major category in this study as was done 
in the original study by Baker5 in 1941. 
In some cases no question was submitted in the present study in 
certain of the sub-categories. Such cases are indicated by the phrase in 
parenthesis - (no question submitted). 
Each major category and its sub-categories are explained arld 
illustrated. The illustrations are taken from the children's papers in 
the present study. The spelling of words has not been changed. 
Category I. lfun As A Social Bei~ 
In this category are placed questions dealing with either the 
historical or the present-day aspects of several topics which are 
assigned to no special category. 
This group includes the questions about taxes and acceptable mediums 
I of exchange. Questions on conservation, safety. and fire as a menace 
3 Ibid." P• 1. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Emily v. Baker, o;e • cit. 
. t! 
-
11 
are also placed in this category. Fire as a natural force is considered 
il tmder Energy. 
I, 
A. History of Man 
l. Origin of early man 
Ex. Who was the first man on earth? 
E:x:. Were Adam and Eve really the first persons on earth? 
2. The cavemen and other primitive peoples 
E:x:. iVhat were the first cavemen like? 
Ex. ·v'l.h.at made all the cavemen die 1 
3. Other ancient peoples 
Ex;. How did the Inca's of Peru get to their peaks? 
Ex. The Incas were smart people, how come they aren't 
so smart now? 
B. Early Adjustment to Environment 
1. Housing and building materials 
Ex. Why do we have windows? 
Ex. ffu.y do we live in houses7 Why don't we still live 
in caves? 
2. Food 
Ex. ifuo fotmd all the different kinds of foods to eat? 
3. Clothing 
Ex. What was used in making cloth? 
4. The development of arts and crafts 
E:x:. Who first fotmd the tobacco plant? 
5. Use of mineral resources 
E:x:. 'IV.hat mineral is the most costly to get in the world? 
Ex. Vfu.ere did people first find gold? 
C. Expansion of Social Dave lopment 
1. Discoveries and explorations 
12 
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Ex. Who discovered Europe? 
Ex. Did people ever think the world was flat' 
2. Development of nations, governments, and cities 
Ex. ·when was the first government established? 
Ex. Why do we have cities:.? 
3. Number of people 
Ex. How many people are there in the world? 
Ex. How many people inhabited the world? 
.! D. Social Progres.s 
1. Present-day housing 
Ex. How tall is the Empeor State Building? 
E. Dress 
1. Origin of customs and styles 
Ex. How come girls have long hair? 
Ex. Vlhy do men wear ties? 
2. ~liscellaneous 
Ex. How come we have to be neat? 
Ex. Vfuy can't we dress anyNS.y we vre.nt to? 
F. Money and the Means of Exchange 
1. History and methods of making money 
Ex. Vfuo invented money? 
Ex. How are coins maae'l 
2. Taxes 
E:x::. VVhy do we have to pay income tax? 
Ex. Why should taxes: be so high? 
3. Prices 
Ex. Vvhy do every thing cost so much and it hard to make a 
living? 
Ex. V'lhy does the cost of everybhing we need have to be so 
high? 
4. Distribution and availability of wealth 
13 
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Ex. Who is the wealthiest man or woman in the world'l 
Ex. Yfuy is it so that people that have no money can live 
with nothihg? 
5. Miscellaneous 
Ex. Yfnat differences is there behveen a salary and a 
weeks vmges'f 
Ex. 'Where does the city get the money to pay for the 
ornaments for churches? 
G. Safety 
1. Concern about fire 
Ex. Yfuy do people state fires? 
2.. Miscellaneous 
Ex. If you drink water from a. brook how can you make sure 
that water was safe to drink or not? 
3. Conservation 
Ex. How many trees has the world used since 100 B.C.? 
Ex. vfuy does the fish and game department have fishing and 
hunting season close at a certain time of the year? 
H. Miscellaneous 
Ex. Vlhy do people hurry so much today? 
Ex. Vlhy do teenagers go into so much trouble? 
Category II. American History and Government 
But for the fact that Americans have a special interest in A~erican 
history and citizenship, the questions classified under American History 
and Government would be classified under Afan As A Social Being. Under 
'· llmerican History and Government are placed questions about explorers 
I 
co~~only associated with American history. Other questions on discovery 
and explorations are to be found under Man As A Social Being. In this 
section are the problems of citizenship as expressed by children. 
A. Discovery and Early Explorations 
14 
1. Early Explorers 
Ex. vVho discovered the United Statesf 
Ex. How did Co 1 umbus die 1 
;, 
.I B. Indians 
!; 
l. History of the Indian people 
a. 
3. 
4. 
Ex. How did Indians get to America before Columbus'~ 
Ex. i{ho 1.vas the first Indian to set foot on American soil '1 
Their homes 
(No questions submitted.) 
Their crafts 
(No ques·bions submitted.) 
:Miscellaneous 
Ex. How many different Indians were there in 1faine and 
what were their names?· 
C. Colonial Life 
D. 
E. 
Ex. fvas there a ThanksgiTing be.fore the time of 11oses'l 
The Pilgrims 
(No questions submitted.) 
Pioneer Life 
Ex. ffuo vms: the .first person to go to California' 
Ex. When vro.s the first railroad built? 
F. National Development 
1. Political divisions of the United States 
Ex. How were the sta~es and countries divided? 
Ex:. Where did they get the na;-nes for the fifty states? 
a. The American Flag 
Ex. 
Ex. 
\'fuy are red, •vhite, :and blue the color of the A.>nerican 
flag? 
~Vho made the United States flag? 
15 
G. leaders 
Ex. Who is the biggest hero in the United states? 
Ex. Who is our 22nd presidentf 
1. Miscellaneous 
Ex. What is Mr. Kennedy going to do about the iron curtain? 
Ex. Wh1 doesn't the United States have King's and Queens 
instead of presidents' 
:i H. Wars Other Than World w·ars I and II 
·J 
~ ; 
(No questions sUbmitted.) 
I. :Monument~:~ 
(¥o questions submitted.) 
J. Problems of Citizenship 
Ex. Are we, if we are born in the u.s. true Americans? 
Ex, Vfuat can people do to help our country? 
K. Miscellaneous 
Ex. How old is Pearl Harbor? 
Ex.. Why do the United States help other countries when 
they don't help us7 
Category III. Communication 
In the category eommunication are included the questions on the 
development of language and the development of systems and means of 
keeping records as well as questions on modern means of communication. 
Questions on the working of clocks are classified under the topic EDargy: 
Iliachines. Questions on the present production of clocks and writing 
materials are placed under Industries and Commerical Products. 
Photography is considered a means of communication. The questions 
on both still and moving pictures are placed in this division. 
Questions on literature are grouped under Content of Books. 
16 
A. History of Language 
1. Oral and written language 
Ex. Hov1 did people think of words with their meaning? 
Ex. ¥~o made the A, B, C1s1 
z. Origin of names 
Ex. vThere do they get names for things? 
Ex. 'v'Vhy do we have names? 
B. Systems and Means of Recording 
1. Books - content, authors, printing 
Ex. How is a book printed by machine? 
E:x:. Where does anybody who writes a book get all his 
information? 
z. Newspapers and magazines 
Ex. I would like to know who wrote the first book or 
newspaper? 
Ex. 'iVho writes all of the newspapers'l 
3. Maps 
E:x:. How do map makers made maps of the world? 
E:xt. Ylhy do we have maps'l 
4. Materials of ~iting 
Ex. Why we use pens instead of pencils'1 
E:x:. What is chalk made up of? 
C. Records of Time 
1. The calendar 
Ex. Why do we have days and months? 
E:x:. Vfill the calendar ever change so we have thirteen 
months? 
z. Watches and clocks 
E:x:. Why do we have o looks '1 
D. Photography 
E:x:. How many movies are there in a year'l 
17 
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Ex. How do people make movies? 
E. Modern Means of Connnunication 
1. Mail service 
(No questions submitted.) 
2. Telephone and telegraph 
Ex. ·w'lJby does the telephone ring so often? 
3. Radio 
Ex. How far can you talk on a ham radio set? 
4. Television 
Ex. VJhat makes a T.V. 1vork'i 
Ex. How do people make T.V. programs? 
F. Miscellaneous 
Ex. Do science books tell the truth? 
Ex. Why can't time stand still'~ 
' Category IV. Travel and Transportation 
Under the topic Travel and Transportation are placed questions 
!i bearing on the historical and scientific aspects of transportation. 
... 
~! 
A. Early Means of Travel 
1. Origin and early developments 
Ex. How did people used to travel when they did have 
horses to pull themf 
B. Modern Means of Travel 
1. Trains 
(No questions submitted.) 
2. Ships 
Ex. How fast can the fastest boat go in the world'i 
Ex. If I wanted to go to Hollywood could I possibly go by 
shipi 
18 
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3. Automobiles 
Ex. Are there any model T-Fords that are still in working 
order? 
Ex. How fast does the fastest car go? 
4. Airplanes 
Ex. Will we be able to go 1,000 miles an hour in a jet? 
Ex. What are all of the measuring things in a jet? What 
are they used for? 
5. Bicycles 
Ex. How can you get out of paying for a flat tire on your 
bike7 
6. Traffic regulations 
(No questions submitted~) 
7. Bridges 
(No questions submitted.) 
C. Miscellaneous 
Ex. How many miles would you travel to St. Petersburg? 
Ex. How many miles is it around the world? 
Category V. Inventions 
Webster's definitions of the word invention was used as authority for 
placing questions in this category:. 
"Inventions - l. Act of finding or finding out;. discovery;. 
also, that which is discovered. 2. The power to conceive and present 
new combinations of facts or ideas, to devise new methods or 
instruments, etc.; a devising or contriving, especially of that 
which has not before existed; as the invention of gunpowder." 
A. Person or Persons Responsible for the Invention 
1. Transportation facilities 
Ex. Iillo invented a truck? 
Ex. ffuo made the first airplane 7 
2. Jl.aans of connnunication 
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Ex. Who invented television and radio? 
Ex. Viho made the first clock? 
3 • :Means of warfare 
(No questions submitted.) 
4. Musical instruments 
(No questions submitted.) 
5. Scientific instruments 
(No questions submitted.) 
6. Miscellaneous 
Ex. How do people discover all the inventions they 
discover? 
Ex. Yfuo invented sewing maohines'l 
B. Time At Which The Invention Was Made 
Ex. VVhen was the first machine built? What did it look 
likef 
c. Edison as an Inventor 
(No questions submitted.) 
D. Miscellaneous 
Ex. vTh.o was the first scientist? 
Ex. Who started cement? 
Category VI. Geography of the United States and its Territories 
The questions in this category deal with the present status of the 
united States and its territorial possessions. Questions on industries 
1 and oommerc,ial products are classified in this division only if the pupil 
~ I 
;i in his question identifies the industry or the product with a section of 
'I 
! the United States or with one of its possessions. 
~ l 
., 
l ~ 
d A. Size of the United states 
:1 
~ l 
(No questions submitted.) 
20 
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B. Divisions of the United states 
(No questions submitted.) 
C. Distances Within the United states and Between its Territories 
(No questions submitted.) 
D. Climate 
(No questions submitted.) 
E. Physical Features 
Ex. What makes riTers to flow from North' 
Ex. i~y is it that in Alaska it is light all year around? 
F. Miscellaneous 
(No questions submitted.) 
G. National Parks 
(No questions submitted.) 
H. Facts on the Population 
Ex. How many people liTe in Boston'~ 
I. Cities of the United states 
(No questions submitted.) 
Category VII. Distant lands and Peoples 
The questions in this category pertain to the present. Questions 
which identify a commercial product with a particular foreign land are 
placed in this category. Questions on the climate of a specifically 
named foreign land are placed here. 
A. The People 
1. Their physical characteristics 
(No questions submitted.) 
2 • Their food 
J ~ 
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(No questions submitted.) 
3. Their homes and furniture 
(No questions submitted.) 
4. Their dress 
(No questions submitted.) 
5. Their work and their products 
Ex. What is Russias most important product'l 
6. Their government and political divisions 
Ex. ii-hy do some countries have dictators? 
Ex. Do the Russian people really like Khruschev'l 
B. Natural Divisions and Physical Features 
c. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G. 
Ex. Is Brazil bigger then Texas? 
Ex. How high is the Andes :Mountains? 
The Climate 
(No questions sUbmitted.) 
Location of Lands 
Ex. Where is the South Seas7 
Distance to Lands 
(No questions submitted.) 
Wildlife 
(No questions submitted.) 
Miscellaneous 
Ex. How do we know what happens in other countries? 
Ex. Will people ever live in Antarctica7 
Category VIII. Industries and Commercial Products 
This category deals only with the phases of present-day production. 
The historical aspects of the production of commodities are considered 
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' f'. i under Man as a Social Being, under Travel and Transportation, or under 
>l 
Questions regarding the worker, his life, and his problems as 
related to the production of commercial products are placed in this 
category. 
~j Questions on the present production of radios and the means of 
! transportation are grouped under Communication and Travel and Transpor-
tation, respectively. 
Queations calling for the reasons for the cost of commodities are to ., 
ii 
:I be found under llran as a Social Being. 
regarding prices are grouped under Travel and Transportation or Industries 
Requests for a statement of fact 
; and Commercial Products. 
l; 
n A. The Pro,Suct 
1. Food - Origin, source, SJ.'ld content 
E:x:. Which state will lead in potatoes in 20 years'l 
Ex. How is beer made~ 
2. Clothing, textiles, and accessories 
E:x::. Where do people get all the clothes they have'l 
E:x:. Vfuo first found the use for yarn'l 
3. Leather goods 
(no questions submitted.) 
4. Building materials 
(No questions submitted.) 
5. Paper 
E:x:. Yfuere does cardboard come from'l 
E:x:. How are paper made'l 
6. School supplies 
23 
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Ex. Vihere do they get liquids to make ink'? 
7. Metal and metal products 
Ex. What is the most commonly metal 1 
Ex. How was iron madef 
8. Rubber and rubber goods 
(No questions submitted.) 
9. Fuel - oil, gas, coal 
(No questions submitted.) 
10. Miscellaneous 
Ex. Hovr do they make sinks 'I 
Ex. What are light bulbs made of'l 
B. The Producer - His Life and Problems 
Ex. If we trade from other countries, do we have to buy? 
Category IX. The Local Co:mmunitz 
;1 In making this categoty, the local community is thought of as 
:I 
I 
:1 
'! 
t; 
extending to the boundaries of the state in which the pupil lives. 
Questions on the local school system are not included in this group, 
however. 
Ex. vVhere did the name Presque Isle come from? 
Ex. How many people work in stores in Maine? 
1. Miscellaneous 
Ex. Is farming going to continue for several years? 
Ex. How many stores are in Presque Isle? 
'i Category X. Recreation 
il 
1: For two reasons, all questions about holidays are recorded under 
,i 
,, 
!/ the topic Recreation: (1) Their historical background is ignored to 
il such an extent in our celebrations that holidays have become largely days 
iJ 
;I ii of recreation. (2) So few questions were raised about the historical 
il 4 
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II two topics American History and Government and :Man as a Social Being, 
,I 
:I 
there would not be a significant number in either group. 
ii A. Games and Sports 
:i 
Ex. iVhat team has the most big league baseball champion-
ships in the United Statesf 
E:x:. "\'Then was basketball started? 
B. Toys and Hobbies 
Ex. What kind of fuel could I use in a model missle' 
Ex. lihat hobby do most people in the United States have'1 
c. Fairs, Carnivals and Circuses 
Ex. ~Vho had the first circus' 
D. Holidays 
Ex. How did the story of the Easter Bunny get started? 
Ex. Was Santa Claus really a person? 
E. Miscellaneous 
(No questions submitted.) 
Category XI. War 
In this category are included the questions regarding the historical 
aspects of war, except for the United States. Of the wars in which the 
United States "W"S.S involTed only World Wars I and II and the Korean War 
H !! are included here. 
A. General Causes of War 
. I Ex • iflh.y do people want wart 
•I Ex. Why do people fight' 1: 
B. World War II 
Ex. Is Hitler dead'l 
Ex. Whappened to Hitlerf 
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c. Outlook Regarding Wars 
Ex. Do you think that Russia will bomb us'l 
Ex. llihy do people have to fight one another'~ 
D. The Military Services: of the United States 
Ex. Should I join the Navy, .Army 1 or Air Force when I 
get older? 
E. Materials of War 
Ex. Does Russia really have a 100 megaton bomb? 
Ex. How many bombs can a B-52 carry? 
F. Munitions of War 
Ex. How does an atomic bomb go off? 
Ex. What causes poison gas'l 
G. Problems of Children 
Ex. Will there ever be a World War III? 
Ex. Where would be the best place to hide if a bomb 
dropped? 
H. World 'lfar I 
(No questions sUbmitted.) 
I. Korean War 
(No questions submitted.) 
J. Miscellaneous 
Ex. Could Red China win a wor with Russia"/ 
Category XII. Animal Life 
In this category are included questions about pets. 
Questions about the body processes related to reproduction are 
recorded under Reproduction of Animal Life. 
Questions on the human being as an animal appear under The Human 
!i Body. 
II 
!! A. Beginnings of Animal Life 
h :r· 
H 
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"' !i 1. Origin and history of animal life 
·i 
Ex. How were animals made a long time ago? 
2. Native homes of certain animals 
(No questions submitted.) 
3. Kinds of animals 
Ex. How many kinds of animals are there? 
B. Characteristics of Animals 
1. Size and strength 
Ex. Vfuat's the height of a brontisaurus? 
2. Color 
(No questions submitted.) 
3. Body structure 
Ex. How come animals have tails? 
4. Intelligence 
Ex. Are dogs and cats mnartf 
5. Attitude t~rd their young 
(No questions sUbmitted.) 
c. Body Processes of Animals 
1. Growth 
Ex. Why did horses grow? 
2. Change 
Ex. How do some rabbits change fur color in winter? 
3. Breathing 
Ex. Can horses swim far without getting out of breath? 
4. Sleeping 
(No questions submitted.) 
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5. Length of life 
li 
'! (No questions submitted.) 
6. Disease and death 
(No questions submitted.) 
D. Envir_onment 
1. Habitat (natural) 
(No questions submitted.) 
2. Homes 
(No questions sUbmitted.) 
E. Food 
1. Kind 
(No questions submitted.) 
2. Reasons for choice 
(No questions sUbmitted.) 
3. lJethods of eating 
(No questions submitted.) 
.I 
F. Behavior 
1. Hibernation 
(No questions submitted.) 
2. Locomotion 
(No questions submitted.) 
3. Beneficial 
Ex. How do cows make milk? 
4. Harmful behavior 
Ex. I"Vhat makes a bull moose charge people for no reason? 
5. Protective behavior 
""'-="'"·""''"'"·"'""-'~"T -----
r, Ex. Are the things an animal does done by instinct or 
intelligence 'I 
6. Behavior of certain animals 
(No questions submitted.) 
G. Human Treatment of An:ill;lals 
1. Treatment of pets 
Ex. Can you teach a dog to open a door? 
H. Miscellaneous 
E:x:.. Vihy do coyotes howl at the moon? 
Ex. What makes dogs bite'1 
Category XIII. The Human Body 
This category might be included in the larger topic, Animal Life, 
;j but to call attention to the children's interest in the structure_, 
t< 
:i functioning, and care of their 
il 
bodies, a separate category was set up in 
:1 which are placed the questions on the human body. 
11 
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In this category are the questions on food, health, disease, medicine, 
,: and doctors. 
This category does not include the questions on reproduction or 
' 
:J questions on problems of social and emotional adjustment which may be 
il 
" 'i based on physical conditions. 
,[ 
!\ 
: A. structure and Functioning of the Human Body 
:! 
1. Coloration 
Ex. How come people are different colors? 
2. Nature, structure, and function of the parts of the human 
body 
Ex. How does the stomach chew up food? 
Ex. How do our bodies function? 
B. Body Processes 
ag 
,, 
_, 
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1. Growth 
Ex. lfuy don't midgets grow? 
Ex. How do people grow so fast? 
2-. Vision 
Ex. How do you keep contact lenses in place? 
c. Food for the Human Body 
Ex. Yfuat happens in our body when we eat? 
Ex. How does milk give us energy? 
D. r~alth Problems 
1. General 
Ex. Yfuy is too much sun not good for peoplet 
Ex. Why do vro brush our teeth? 
2-. Diseases 
Ex. Yihy do people get sick7 
Ex. u1hat causes mumps? 
E. Infants and Young Children 
Ex. How do infants get their natural instinct? 
F. Old Age and Death 
(No questions submitted.) 
q. Individual Differences 
Ex. Why is it that some people are smart and some are not? 
H. Miscellaneous 
Ex. ·;~'hy can't we live without air? 
Ex. V'Jhy do vre cry when we are hurt 'I 
Category XIV. Reproduction of Animal Life 
Under this are included the questions on the reproduction of human 
beings. Questions that indicate a sensitiveness to differences between 
the sexes are placed in this category. 
'i 
:i 
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"' ~~ The questions on eggs which may be considered a phase of reproduction 
:i are in this group. Questions about eggs which seek an expression as to 
,: 
I 
attitude of the animal toward its young are under Animal Life. 
To add this entire group to Animal Life would be appropriate. A 
separate category •vas made to facilitate studying the trend of interest 
:I 
:1 in the topic of reproduction. 
t: 
'I 
;! 
li 
:1 ~ 1 ,, 
A. Reproduction of Insects 
Ex. How many eggs does an ant lay at one time? 
B. Reproduction of Other Ma.m.rnals Other Than W.Le.n 
Ex. How did a horse come to be? 
C. Reproduction of Human Beings 
Ex. Why do people have children'l 
D. 1liscellaneous 
Ex. Are darkies white when they are born? 
Ex. How many babies are born in a dayZ 
Category XV. Plant Life 
Under Plant Life are placed the questions on reproduction of plants. 
The sources of plants which are used for food are recorded under 
Industries and Commercial Products. 
A. Origin of Plants 
Ex. lihere do trees come from? 
Ex. How was the first tree or flower grown? 
B. Gr~.vth of Plants 
1. l'Jature of plant grovrth 
Ex. How do flowers growf 
2. Conditions needed for growth 
Ex. How can plants eat from the ground? 
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Ex. How does a tree live with not ;vater? 
3. Age and size of plants 
E:x:. ~\':hat makes a tree have rings so you cant tell its age? 
Ex. How do flowers grow and die every year? 
4. Cultivation 
(No questions submitted.) 
C. Parts of Plants 
1. leaves 
(No questions submitted.) 
2. Coloring matter 
(No questions submitted.) 
3. Flow·ers 
(No questio*s submitted.) 
4. Seeds and fruit 
Ex. Do some flowers growwithout seeds? 
Ex. How do apple blossoms turn into apples? 
D. Seasonal Changes in Plants 
Ex. ~·ihy do the evergreen's stay green through the winter? 
Ex. ~1.hy do the leaves fall before winter comes? 
E. Kinds of Plants 
Ex. Where did the first seedless orange plant come from'/ 
F. Miscellaneous 
Ex. 
Ex. 
How many different trees are there in the world? 
Why do banana's have to grow in hot wet cl:imates1 
The Earth 
Under this category are placed the minerals as earth substances. 
11 Questions on the present production of mineral products are under 
'! 
il Industries and Conunercial Products. Questions on the history of the use 
h 
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of minerals are under Man as a Social Being. 
The category, The Earth, includes questions on the differences in 
day and night which result from the movement of the earth. 
A. Age and Origin of the Earth 
Ex. Haw old is the world? 
Ex. Was the wo:rld made by God or is it a chip off the sun? 
B. Size and Shape of the Earth 
Ex. Is the world perfectly round? 
C. Movements of the Earth 
Ex. Nhy does the world go around at such a rapid pace? 
Ex. Nhy does the world turn '1 
D. Physical Features on the Earth's Surface 
l. land farms 
(No questions submitted.) 
2. Soil and rocks 
Ex. How ware rocks made? 
3. ila ter bodies 
Ex. How carne there is more sea than ground? 
E. Factors Effective in Changing the Earth's Surface 
1. Earthquakes 
Ex. How does an earthquake start? 
Ex. ifuy do earthquakes start? 
2. Volcanos 
Ex. Hhy do volcanos erupt? 
3. Mountain building 
Ex. How many years does it take to build up mountains? 
4. Glaciers 
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Ex. l'fas the earth a glacier? 
Ex. llfill the ice come back soon? 
F. Comnercial Products Obtained from the Earth 
1. 
2. 
3. 
Coal 
(No questions submitted.) 
Oil 
(No questions submitted.) 
Minerals 
Ex. ifuat would happen if the earth ran out of metallic 
ores? 
Ex. -~fuat is the mineral zinc? 
G. Miscellaneous 
Ex. ifuy 'Wi 11 the earth end? 
il Category XVII. Weather and Climate 
:I 
Under this are placed the questions on atmosphere and air pressure, 
i 
'i natural ice, and the scientific instruments used in studying weather. 
d 
r: 
:1 A. Differences in Temperature 
(~o questions submitted.) 
B. Seasons 
(No quest ions submitted.) 
C. Atmosphere 
(No questions submitted.) 
D. Moisture and Precipitation 
1. ifater 
Ex. What are clouds'l 
Ex. VI/hat started water? 
2. Rain 
Ex. Why do clouds burst to make rain? 
,, 
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E:x:. iVhat causes rain? 
3. Snow 
E:x:. ~nat is snow? 
E::c. ifuy do we have snow? 
4. Hail 
E::c. What makes it hail? 
5. Evaporation 
E::c. How is water drvTan by the stm7 
6. Storms 
Ex. 'iilhat makes hurricanes' 
Ex. Why does thtmder always follow lightning? 
E. Gathering and Disseminating on Wo~ther 
(No questions submitted.) 
F. Miscellaneous 
Ex. Ekwl cold does it get in the north and south in winter? 
Category XVIII. Astronomy 
Under this are included the questions on gravity as the force that 
holds the bodies of the solar system in place. 
Under Astronomy are placed the questions on scientific instruments 
·I II which pupils may identify with the study of astronomy. 
!i 
!i 
:I 
:·I q 
:· 
A. The Sun 
E:x:. Why doesn't the stm burn out? 
E:x:. i"'hat does the middle of the stm look like 7 
B. The Moon 
Ex. ~~hat is it like on the moon? 
E:x:. Is the temperature on the moon always below freezing? 
C. The Planets Other Than the Earth 
E:x:. Does any other planet have anything in common with the 
earth 'I 
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' :1 Ex. ';lill man ever reach Mars? 
D. The Stars and Constellations 
Ex. l'vhy is a star so bright? 
Ex. How many miles a•my is the Milky >'fay'l 
E. N'Jeteors and Meteorites 
Ex. How~come meteors are balls of fire? 
Ex. What •vould happen if a comet's hee.d hit the earth? 
F. The Force of Gravity 
Ex. Why does the earth have gravity? 
G. The S]cy 
Ex. Ylhere does the sky end 'l 
H. The Aurora Borealis 
' i (No questions submitted.) 
il 
~ j 
I 
il 
I. Miscellaneous 
Ex. Nhen is the next man going into outer space'/ 
Ex. ifuere does space end? 
Category XIX. Energy 
Under Energy are placed the questions on fire, electricity, gravity 
as a natural force which affects objects on or near the earth, steam, 
p il machines, magnetism., floating bodies, waterpower, and dams. 
!) 
,, 
'I 
:i 
li 
H 
., 
A. Natural Physical Forces 
1. Heat and Fire 
Ex. Yfuat causes fire? 
2. Light 
Ex. Is light the fastest ·bhing in the world? 
3. Sound 
Ex. How do sound waves travel through the air? 
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4. Gravity 
Ex. IVhat is the pull of gravity on earth? 
Ex. ~That makes gravity and how does it stay around you'l 
5. Magnetism 
Ex. Vfuat makes a magnet magnetize? 
B. Forces Used in Modern Technological Development 
l. Electricity 
Ex. How was electricity invented? 
Ex. ivhat is electricity? 
2. Steam 
Ex. ~inen water evaporates and turns into steam does it 
ever form into water again? 
3. Rtmning 1vater 
(No questions submitted.) 
4. Explosive chemicals 
(No questions submitted.) 
5. Machines 
Ex. How much power does a diesel have? 
Ex. How do turbines make electricity? 
c. Miscellaneous 
Ex. How does radiation get into the atmosphere? 
Ex. How do scientists folow radioactivity? 
:1 Category XX. Science - Miscellaneous 
Under this are placed the questions on science~ scientists, and 
' 
:l scientific instruments which do not fall within the other categories in 
~ i 
jl !I 
!I 
il 
!j 
il 
'i 
science. 
Ex. 
Ex. 
Ex. 
Ex. 
Who invented the rocket? 
What is a rainbow? 
Vfuy does a light bulb give off light? 
i~fua.t makes chalk stick to the blackboard? 
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Under Music are placed the questions which call for information about 
Music. 
placed 
A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
The questions about music as a part of the school curriculum are 
under School. 
Ori~in of Music 
(No questions submitted.) 
ComEosers of Music 
(No questions sub::nitted.) 
:Musical .. Instruments 
(No questions submitted.) 
Miscellaneous 
Ex. ~1ho was the worlds greatest singer1 
Ex:. Who first sung jazz'l 
Category XXII. Arithmetic 
This includes the questions about arithmetic as a body of knowledge. 
Under School are placed the questions that call for help in specific 
': situations as: How do you work the three problems? 
Er. Is there such a thing as 20 number division? 
Ex. What is the smallest fraction in the world 7 
Ex. Vfuat was the first way of counting? 
Category XXIII. Art and Artists 
Under this are placed such questions as: Vfuy in a picture is a 
shadow blue? Under School are placed such expressions as the following: 
ll I would like to know more about art. 
I ~ 
'I (No questions submitted.) 
Category XXIV. Definitions of Words and Phrases 
,, 
;i 
ii In this category are placed the requests for definitions of words and 
:I 
!i phrases which are not directly related to the subjects of other categories. 
~ IT 
n 
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f': ;I Ex. What is meaning of social? 
· i! Ex. ffuat is the meaning of Dithane 22 'I 
n 
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11 Category X:X:V. Miscellaneous 
i! 
!! In this are questions not placed elsewhere. 
!I :. !i Ex. Was their a reel Robin Hodd"i 
;i Er.. How are lights hooked into the ceiling so they won't 
i! fall' 
·I 
:! Ex. \That is Mrs. Kennedy's hairdresser's name? 
li 
1; 
E:x:. Do most men like beer? 
!I 
,: Category .XXVI. The School 
:I 
;I 
:1 Under this are placed questiQ.ns on the history of schools and the 
!I 
<I i! present problems in connection with schools in the local community as 
!I il well as other areas. 
This category includes the suggestions for the curriculum in the 
several areas which are named as separate categories. Definite requests 
for information or explanations are recorded under the appropriate 
subject-matter category; requests for opportunities to get information 
·I 
'I 
'I 
1! are recorded under School. Questions about school subjects as school 
~ l 
subjects are in this group. 
The present production of school supplies is considered with 
Industries and Commercial Products. 
A. Personal Problems of Pupils 
1. Success in academic subjects 
E:x:. Why can't I get good marks in school? 
Ex. ~hy can some do the work and some can't in school' 
2. Regarding grading and promotion 
E:x:. Will I grade this year? 
B. The Behavior of Pupils 
Ex. Why are the boys always so.ying something funny'1 
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Ex. Why do the girls think they are so big in school7 
C. The Curriculum 
1. Reasons for including certain subjects and experiences 
Ex. Nhy do we have to study social studies in school7 
Ex. Why is so much extra credit needed' 
2,. Reasons for omitting certain subjects and experiences 
Ex. Vfuat can't we go to school just 3 days a week? 
Ex. "I'Thy can't we have a study period '1 
3. Suggestion as to content 
Ex. Is it hard in the 7th and 8th grade? 
D. The Teacher and Methods of Teaching 
Ex. Yvhy do we have books instead of the teacher just 
telling us? 
E. Reasons for Having Schools 
Ex. lfuy do we haTe to go to school besides to learn? 
Ex. How come there is school? 
F. The Ph;rsical Surroundings 
Ex. Why don't we have allumian Christmas trees in school? 
G. The Administration 
1. RaQsons for rules of discipline 
~. Why does the teacher punish all of us instead of who 
did it? 
Ex. Why can't girls wear slacks to school? 
2. Schedules of actiTities 
(No questions submitted.) 
H. History and Present Status of Schools 
1. General 
Ex. liho was the first one who started schools? 
2. local 
40 
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Ex. Do they have a medical cource at the Univ of Maine? 
I. Miscellaneous 
' Ex. v~bat would it cost to go to college? 
Ex. Do you have to like your teacher? 
Problems of Personal and Social Adjustment 
The questions in this category deal with the problems children meet 
in their day-by-day living. Their personal problems as related specific-
.l ally to life in school are classified under School. 
[I 
:: A. Family Problems 
I 
Ex. ~Vhy can't I understand parents? 
Ex. Why do parents make us suffer so much'l 
ij B. Greed, Selfishness, Unkindness, lawlessness 
il 
'i Ex. Why do so many people and children cheat? 
'i 
11 
; ~ 
n 
'I 
i' 
····r· 
;! 
Ex. Why do some boys and girls get into so much trouble"/ 
c. Relis;ion 
Ex. Nb.o had the first Bible in the world? 
Ex. How did God get on earth 'I 
D. Vocations and Individual Problems 
Ex. Will I be a teacher if I study hard? 
E. Mental Processes 
Ex. l~y are girls smarter than boys! 
F. Boy-Girl Relationships 
Ex. Nhy don't girls like boys and boys like girls? 
Ex. ~ihy can't boys hit girls? 
Ex. ifuy do we have boys, we don't need them? 
G. Questions V1b.ich Suggest that the Writer.s Feel There is a 
Difference Between Americans and People of Other Lands 
Ex. Vfuy dose a country have to be better than someone else? 
H. Miscellaneous - Requests for Help in Understanding Human Behavior 
. - ~ -
.; 
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"' 
Ex. Why are some people always fighting? 
:I 
Ex. Vvbat is wrong with a man that acts like a girl1 
I] 
:1 Category XX:VIII. Personal - To the Inquirer 
:I 
n In this are placed the questions which~ apparently 1 are directed to il 
:j 
:: the writer personally. 
Ex. Are we going to get answers back on these papers? 
Ex. iWhere are you from? 
Ex. tVha t is your name 1 
'' il Category XXIX. statements that do not Imply Questions 
I ~ 
Under this are placed the statements which do not imply questions; 
11 statements that imply questions are classified as questions. ,, 
:I 
ii A. Staten:ents that Express Approval of School 
i 
,i (lfo questions submitted.) 
·I 
' B. Statements that Express Aversion to School 
(No questions submitted.) 
1; C. Miscellaneous 
'i 
" 
Category XXXI. 
Ex. I would like to know more about communimn. 
Ex. I would like to know more about fallout. 
Questions Involving Unknown Places or Persons 
Ex. ilhen will David stop being foolish? 
Ex. vVhat will the U.S.'s next state? 
Ex. How many houses in a city? 
Questions that Suggest Riddles the Children May Have in 
Mind 
Ex. VVha.t is a tiny dog? 
ij Category XXXII. h ,, Questions that Suggest Daydreaming 
!/ 
n 
,~ 
' ·: 
Ex. 
Ex. 
'I 
!1 Category XXXIII. 
!: ;; 
# 
.I 
H 
•! 
;l 
!! 
i 
What is it like to be a veternarion? 
I wonder why there are so many manufactures and 
entertainment? 
Unintelligible Questions 
42 
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" ii Ex. {fuo maked the first fld? 
Ex. What is the puralasn of world'l 
Ex. ·who is the bes dorker'l 
Analysis of the questions collected in the present study and the 
:I !I comparisons with the earlier Clark study are reported in Chapter III. 
I! 
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CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
In the present study 219 sixth grade children asked a total of' 1772 
questions. An average of' 8.09 questions was asked by each child as 
compared to an average of' 11.47 in the Clark1 study a decade ago. 
Although the Clark2 study dealt with a much larger population 1 the 
percentages have been compared in proportion. The same thirty-three 
categories and their sub-divisions in the Clark3 study were used in the 
present study in classifying the questions. Each question was classified 
under a main topic and a sub-division insofar as possible. Those that 
could not be classified were included in Category 25, Miscellaneous. 
Following are samples of' complete papers written by the sixth grade 
boys and girls. After each question is the category number and sub-
division letter under which the question was classified. 
Questions from Boy, Grade 6 
1. Do you think any person might get to the moon? (18 B) 
2. Do some wild flowers grow without seeds? (15 C) 
3. If' someone got on the moon do you think they could breath with 
out oxygen tanks? (18 B) 
4. Does salt get in lakes by nature or by mankind? (20) 
5. Where did the first seedles orange plant come from? (15A) 
i! 
n 1 Edythe Clark, op. cit. 
lj 
'I 2 Ibid. 
:I 
II 3 Ibid. 
i' 
.I 
il 
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'I 
! ~ 
! 
! 
# 
" 
'i 
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6. I would like to know the man or women that wrote the first book 
or newspaper? (3 B) 
7. Which men discovered Alaska and bought it? (2 K) 
8. If someone did get to the moon do you think they could have cars 
or trucks up their? (18 B) 
9. What causes some of the deseases that kill people for instant 
small pox~ polleho~ and the red fever? (13 D) 
10. If you were in the moon what would you do? (28) 
Questions from Girl, Grade 6 
1. lTh.at makes a shadovf1 (20) 
2. tlliat makes the wind blow'l (17 D) 
3. What makes the sun stay in the sky? (18 A) 
4. iTh.at makes chalk stick to the blackboard? (20) 
5, V'ihat makes a cami'3ra take pictures'Z (20) 
6. iY.hat is wood made of? (15 F) 
7.. -~Vhat are clouds? ( 17 C) 
8. What makes the earth stay together? (20) 
9. How does an earthquake start? (16 E) 
10. Ymat is hair made of? (13 H) 
11. ~y does a light bulb give light? (20) 
12. Why is the sky blue 'I (17 C) 
13. Vihy does the sky stay in the air? (17 C) 
14. V'ihat is electricity? ( 19 B) 
15. What do birds do to :make themselves fly? (20) 
16. "Why do birds fly? (20) 
17. Yihy is the sun ye llow7 (2 0) 
18. Why does the sun Shine? (20) 
19. ·ffilat makes color? (20) 
20. VV.hat is tmowf (17 D) 
Questions from Boy~ Grade 6 
1. l'lbo was the first dictator of connnunisom'l ( 7 A) 
2. What were the first caTemen like? (1 A) 
3. )lhat happened to Hitler? (11 B) 
4. Who iDTented the gun'1 (5 A) 
5. When was the first war? (11 A) 
6. What goes on in planets? (18 C) 
7. Who invented the bomb? (11 A) 
8. Why do people hate others'l (27 H) 
9. w'ihy do people like communisomf (27 H) 
10. Do we have a spy ring in Russia'l (11 D) 
11. Does Russia have Christmas? ( 7 A) 
12. Could people make a better breed of cattle? (12 A) 
13. vVho invented the pen? (5 A) 
14. I'Vho do people fight? (11 A) 
15. ~Vho was: the first indian to set foot on American soil 'I (2 B) 
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Questions from Girl, Grade 6 
1. How did people learn to talk' (3 A) 
v'lhy is there gravity around the earth and nowhere else? ( 19 A) 
3. Why are there common cats? (12 A) 
2. 
4. r'lh.y did horses grow? (12 C) 
5. How did books get started? (3 B) 
6. Why do children grow? (13 B) 
7. Why don 1 t children teach themselves '1 ( 2 6 D) 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
V~y do we live in houses who don't we still live in caves'Z 
Vfuy are there movie stars why don't we entertain ourselves? 
vVhy doesn't the United States have Kings and Queens instead 
presidents? (2 G) 
vfuy do dogs bark? (12 C) 
i"'ihy do we have cities 1 (1 D) 
vfuy are there hills and mountains? (16 B) 
Why do men wear ties'Z (1 E) 
wfuy do cows say moo? (12 C) 
(1 H) 
(10 E) 
of 
In Table II, the number of children asking from 24 to 58 questions 
was so few that it was considered unnecessary to show the detailed 
distribution, therefore they have been grouped together. 
TABlE II 
DISTRIBUTION IN THE NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ASKED, A:ND THE PER CENT OF 
CHilDREN ASKING THEM, BY THE 1-$74 BOYS AND GIRLS IN TEE G·IARK STUDY AND 
THE 219 BOYS AND GIRLS IN THE PRESENT STUDY IN GRADE SIX. 
PRESENT STUDY CLARK STUDY 
lio. of No. of No. of %of No. of No. of % of 
Q.ue stions Boys Girls Total 2,1912: Boys Girls Total a~74 
Asked 
0 9 3 12 5.48 8 l 9 .61 
1 4 4 8 3.65 9 11 20 1.36 
2 9 7 16 7.31 14 13 27 1.83 
3 12 8 20 9.,13 18 21 39 2.65 
4 5 10 15 6.85 23 37 60 4.07 
5 5 6 11 5 .. 02 48 29 77 5.22. 
6 8 12 20 9.13 56 47 103 6.99 
7 8 10 18 8.22; 46 50 96 6.51 
8 8 6 14 6.39 46 43. 89 6.04 
9 2 5 10 4.57 41 45 86 5.83 
10 9 8 17 7.76 42 48 90 6.,11 
11 6 5 11 5.02 44 31 75 5.09 
(concluded on next page) 
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(concluded) 
ii il PRESENT STUDY CLARK STUDY 
I' 
11 No. of No. of No. of %of No. of Uo. of % of 
1 Questions Boys Girls Total 219 Boys Girls Total 1474 
il Asked 
II 
,I 
ll 12 4 5 9 4.11 27 47 74 5.02 
>; !: 
!I q 
l ~ 
!I 
i ~ d 
il 
I' 
II II ii 
il 
il jl 
:! 
:I 
il 
il 
'I 
;j 
11 
13 5 3 8 3.65 2.9 30 59 4.00 
14 1 4 5 2.2.8 34 41 75 5.09 
15 4 4 8 3.65 31 33 64 4.34 
16 2 2 .91 :u 28 59 4.00 
17 3 3 1.3'7 24 2' 48 3.26 18 1 1 .46 20 20 40 2. 71 
19 15 12 27 1.,83 
20 1 3 4 1~83 19 19 38 2.58 
21 2 2 4 1.83 24 12 36 2.44 
22 12 10 22 1.49 
23 11 14 25 1.70 
24-58 1 2. 3 1.37 54 52 106 7.19 
Average 
Number 7.55 8.60 8.09 12.35 12.30 12.33 
Asked 
Table II shows the distribution in the number of questions asked by 
the boys and girls in the present study compared with those asked by the 
boys and girls in the Clark study. Comparisons have been made through 
the use of percentages. For example, when five questions were asksd by 
77 boys and girls in the Clark study this was 5.22 per cent of the total 
n~nber of boys and girls (1474). ln ~ present study, although only eleven 
boys and girls asked five questions, this was 5.02 per cent of the to~l 
number of boys and girls.(219). 
If one chose a five per cent difference as being significant in the 
number of questions asked, there are only three significant differences 
!i between the present study and the Clark study. 
:I 
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In the present study~ 5.48 per cent more boys and girls asked two 
ii I! questions and 6.48 per cent more asked three questions than did the boys 
•I 
n 
I 
: and girls of the Clark study. The distribution of questions 24-58 show~ 
I 
1 a larger percentage of people asking questions in the Clark study. This 
II !i ii is not significant because of the distribution being presented as one 
'I li ,, 
il 
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il 
II 
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') 
group percentage figure. 
It is interesting to note that pupils in the Clark study ten years 
ago asked 4.24 per cent more questions on the average than did children 
of the present study. 
;i .Also of interest to note in Table II is the small difference in per 
:j 
:i cent betvreen the number of questions asked by boys and girls vrithin each 
; category of the present study in comparison with the Clark study with 
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the exception of the significant differences mentioned above. 
TABlE III 
TOTAL NUMBER .AND PER CENT OF QUESTIONS ASKED BY 106 BOYS Al'ID 113 GIRLS 
IN THE SIXTH GRADE IN EACH OF THE MAJOR CATEGORIES 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
Categories 
Social studies 
Man as a Socia 1 Being 
American History and 
Government 
Comm.1.mication 
Travel and Transportation 
Inventions 
Boys 
No. of 
Ques. 
79 
31 
34 
10 
22 
Geography of the United st~tes 1 
and its Territories 
Distant lands and Peoples 43 
Industries and Comm.ercial 
Products 24 
(concluded on the 
''"'"' ... _..,,._.._~ ,-. 
Girls 
.% of No. of 
Total Ques. 
9.88 68 
3.88 36 
4.25 62 
1.25 13 
2.75 22. 
.12 1 
5.38 44 
3.00 41 
next page) 
Total 
% of No. of 
Total Ques. 
7.00 147 
3.70 67 
6.38 96 
1.34 23 
2.26 44 
.10 2, 
4.53 87 
4.22 65 
% of 
Total 
8.30 
3.78 
5.42 
1.30 
2.48 
.11 
4.91 
3.67 
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~ :! TABlE III (concluded) 
!, 
" i 
i I Boys Girls Total 
li Categories No. o:! ·%or · lio-.· ~r--"' o:t' · ttb-,- ~.fr 1~ o:tt·· 
!1 /0' /0 
II ------------------------------Q~ue~s~·---T~o~t_a~l_Q~ue~s~·~~T~ot~a~l~Q~u~e~s~.--~T~o~t~a~l 
!I ~~=-~--so_c~~~·a~l __ St __ ud~~~·e_s ________ ~~----~~--~~--~~--~---------il 9. The L:lcal Conununity 13 1.62 13 1.34 26 1.47 
!jlO. Recreation 29 3.62 22. 2.47 53 2.99 
Jill. vYar Totals 3i; 4i:~~ 3~i 3~:~~ ~~g 4~:~~ 
·~-----------=~-------------------------------ij Science 
l'-::-:::"--:--:---::-~:-:::----------:-~----=-=-~,---·-:-"'""'"":---""'"='----,-..,.,.-11'12. Animal Life 42 5.25 45 4.63 87 4.91 
! 13. The Human Body 40 5.00 47 4.84 87 4.91 
II· 14. Reproduction of' Animal Life 3 .38 3 .31 6 .34 
J
1
15. Plant Life 16 2.00 23 2.37 39 2.2e 
lj16. The Earth 40 5.00 59 6.07 99 5.59 
117. VVeather and Climate 11 1.38 30 3.09 41 2.31 
il :118• Astronomy 74 9.25 87 8.95 161 9.09 
1119. EneriY 6 • 75 9 .93 15 .85 
:lao. Science- Miscellaneous 30 3.75 31 3.19 61 3.44 
li _______ To_.t_a_l_s ______ 2_6_2 ___ 3_2_.7_6 __ 3_34 ___ 3_4_.3_6_5_9_6 __ 3_3_._s4_ 
ii.,.,..-~~-Ot_h_e_r __ c_a_t_e.;..go_r_~_· e_s _____ .,.-____ "=""" _ __,,------==-----=------=-
!i21. Music 3 .38 6 .62 9 .51 
1122. Arithmetic 5 .62 5 .51 10 .66 
(j23. Art and Artists 
!124. Definitions of Words 
d ,, Phrases 
and 
:!25. Miscellaneous 
jj26. The School 
:j27. Problems of Personal and 
ii Social Adjustment 
il28. Personal to the Inquirer 
\129. statements that do not Imply 
!i Questions 
,j3o. Questions Involving Unknown 
li Persons or Places 
il n31. Questions that Suggest 
i\ Riddles 
il32. Questions that Suggest 
!i Daydreaming 
!j33. Unintelligible Questions 
3 
3 44 
71 
19 
5 
22 
l 
33 
209 
.38 
.38 
5.50 
8.88 
2.38 
.62 
2.75 
..... 
13 
74 
116 
20 
3 
10 
2 
.12 3 
4.12 5 
26.13 257 
3 
1.34 16 
7.61 118 
11.93 187 
2.06 39 
.31 8 
1.03 32 
.21 2 
.. 31 4 
.51 38 
26.44 466 
.17 
.90 
6.66 
10.55 
2.20 
.. 45 
1.81 
.11 
.23 
2.14 
26.29 !j Totals \, _________________________________ _ 
!I 
;! 
:; 
q 
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In Table III note that none of the categories varied more than 2 per 
'I 
1! cant., except for category 33, Unintelligible Questions, in the number of 
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"' ii !I questions asked by boys and girls in each category. Twenty-three of the 
:I li entire thirty-three categories varied less than one per cent between the 
!I boys and girls. 
II 
I' 
" 
'I l1 ,, 
Of particular interest are the first eleven categories classified as 
i! Social Studies. The difference in per cent in the categories ~rican 
' 
I Hisyory and GoTernment, Travel and Transportation, Inventions, Geography 
1, - - --
j1 of the United States and its Territories, Distant lands and Peoples, ~ 
il 
II weal Conununity, and War, v.ras less than 1% in the number of questions 
ij asked by boys and girls. 
,, li Categories 9 through 12 were classified under the area topic of 
il Science. Interesting to note is that the categories Animal Life, The 
ii 
\! Human Body, Reproduction of Animal Life, Plant Life, Astronomy, Energy, 
il and Science-Miscellaneous, had a difference of less than one per cent in 
li 
!i the number of questions asked by boys and girls in this area. 
II 
i 
II li II 
:I 
!i 
; ~ 
"l 
No questions were asked by either boys or girls under the category 
Art and Artists. Under category 24, Definitions of Words and Phrases, the 
girls did not aslc questions. Similarly, the boys asked no questions in 
category 31, Questions that Suggest Riddles. 
Although there were fewer boys than girls, the boys still asked 3.61 
:j 
i! per cent more Unintelligible Questions than did the girls. 
H 
As: mentioned 
I 
;j previously, this •vas the only category in Yrhich more than a 2 per cent 
ii difference was noted between the number of questions asked by the boys p 
il and girls in e~ch of the 33 major categories. 
~ I I Of the total number of questions asked, 40.07 per cent fell under the 
i 
ij grouping of Social Studies, 33.64 per cent came under Science, and 26.29 
II !I 
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per cent under Other Categories. Under Other Categories, 10.55 per cent 
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fl\ il 
· !I of the total 26.29 per cent questions asked under this category •vere 
il 
'i il concerned with Problems of Personal and Social Adjustment. Another 6.66 
:I 
li per cent of the questions l'rere concerned about the School. 
!I ,, 
" li TABLE IV 
II il NUMBER AND PER CENT OF 106 BOYS AND 113 GIRLS IU GRADE SIX VI'HO ASKED 
lj QUESTIOlJS IN EACH OF THE MAJOR CATEGORIES. 
11 II 
ii ii 
il 
!I ~: 
'J 
ij 
" ii 3 il • 
!I 4. 
li 5. 
'I 6 
:1 • 
!! 7 ;I • 
:j 8. 
!I 
: 9. 
:110 
·! • ii 11. 
:J 12. 
.! 13. 
:! 14. 
H 15. 
16 .. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
2;0. 
2;1. 
22. 
'23. 
!i 24. 
~ 1 
'I 
,: 
,, 25. 
!i 26. 
i 
,, 27. 
:I 
d 
i 28. 
1129. 
II I d 
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Major Categories Boys Girls Total 
Man as a Social Being 
American History and 
Government 
Communication 
Travel and Transportation 
Inventions 
Geography of the United states 
and its Territories 
Distant Lands and Peoples 
Industries and Commercial 
Products 
The Local Community 
Recreation 
~Var 
Animal Life 
The Human Body 
Reproduction of Animal Life 
'Plant Life 
The Earth 
Weather and Climate 
Astronom.y 
Energy 
Science - Miscellaneous 
Music 
Arithmetic 
Art and Artists 
Definitions of Words and 
Phrases 
Miscellaneous 
The School 
Problems of Personal and 
Social Adjustment 
Personal to the Inquirer 
Statements that do not Imply 
No. 
34 
23 
24 
7 
9 
1 
22 
15 
9 
21 
25 
30 
27 
2 
12 
28 
10 
41 
6 
23 
3 
3 
1 
3 
21 
37 
10 
No. 
32.07 42 
21.70 25 
22.64 33 
6.60 9 
8.49 16 
.94 1 
20.75 22 
14.15 18 
8.49 8 
19.81 15 
23.58 31 
28.30 26 
25.47 25 
1.89 2 
11.32 19 
26.42 37 
9.43 18 
38.68 48 
5.66 6 
21.70 17 
2.83 4 
2.83 4 
... 
.94 ..; 
2.83 8 
19.81 37 
34.91 45 
9.43 7 
3 2.83 2 QUestions 
(concluded on the next page) 
37.17 
22.12 
29.20 
7.96 
14.16 
No. 
76 
48 
57 
16 
25 
.88 2 
19.47 44 
15.93 33 
17 7.08 
13.27 36 
27.43 56 
23.00 56 
22.12 52 
1.77 4 
16.81 31 
32.74 65 
15.93 28 
42.48 89 
5.31 12 
15.04 40 
3.54 7 
3.54 7 
7.08 
32.74 
39.82 
6.19 
1.77 
1 
11 
58 
82 
17 
5 
% 
34.70 
21.92 
26.03 
7.31 
11.42 
• 91 
20.09 
15.06 
7.76 
16.44 
25.57 
25.57 
23.74 
1.83 
14.16 
29.68 
12.79 
40.64 
5.48 
18.26 
3.20 
3.20 
.46 
5.02 
26.48 
2.28 
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:130. 
il 
'I 1131. 
: 33. 
TABlE Dl (concluded) 
Boys Girls 
Major Categories no. % No. 
Questions Involving Unknown 
Persons or Places 12 11.32 9 
Questions that Sugges:t 
Riddles ... 2 
Day Dreaming 1 .94 3 
21 19.81 5 
Total 
% No. % 
7 .. 96' 21 9.59 
1.77 2 .91 
2.65 4 1.83 
4.42 26 11.87 
1132. 
!1---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Unintelligible Questions 
ll 
:I 
il 
Under the categories I~n as a Social Being, Communication. and 
li i! Inventions in Table Dl, five per cent more girls asked questions in each 
'I il 
J! of these ca teg or ie s than did the boys. A differential of more than 6 per 
lj il cent e:x:ists in Recreation with a larger percentage of boys asking 
II II questions. 
ij 
;i There is a s±milar interest among both boys and girls in all 
II il categories w·ith the exception of category 26, The School and category 33, 
ii j! 
\j Unintelligible Questions. The number of girls is 12.93 per cent more than 
the boys asking questions about The School. A 15.39 per cent greater 
number of boys asked Unintelligible Questions than the girls. 
The most popular category was Astronomy wherein 40.64 per cent of 
_i the boys and girls asked questions. The category Problems of Personal 
and Social Adjustment followed with 37.44 per cent of the boys and 
:: girls asking questions. The third most concerned area was rlfa.n as a 
'! 
li II Social Being under which 34.70 per· cent of the boys and girls asked 
II 
I' questions. 
I 
1 
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r\ :1 TABIE V 
li 
r ~ il COMPARISONS BETiVEEl~ THE CUI.RK STUDY AND THE PRESENT STUDY OF TilE RANK OF 
l' THE MAJOR CATEGORIES INTO W"rliCH TEE QUESTIONS IJERE ClASSIFIED. 
!I----------------------..... 
11 Boys Girls Total 
'i Major Categories 
!j Rank Order Rank Order Rank Order 
il ----------------~----------~Pr~e~s~e~n~t_C~h~r~k~~P~re~s~e~n~t~C~la~r~k~~Pr~·e~s~en~t~C~l=a~r~k 
il 1. Man as a Social Being 
ii 2. .American History and 
3 1 3 1 3 1 
;j Govermnent 9.5 
il 3. Communication 8 
'i 4. Travel and Transportation 22 
,,!j
1 
6
5.. Inventions 20.5 
II Geography of the United States 
:1 and its Territories 30 
.,:J· 7 ~ Distant lands and Peoples 11 
, 8. Industries and Commercial 
'i 1 Products; 
'! 
:, 9. The !Peal Community 
:10. Recreation ,, 
!Ill. V/ar 
!lla. Anima 1 Life 
iJ ii13. 
!114. 
'I !i 15 .. 
'i 16. 
.' 17. 
'i 18. 
:! 19. 
!i2.0. :I 
:; 21. 
'!24. 
ii 
The Human Body 
Reproduction of Animal 
Plant Life 
The Earth 
Weather and Climate 
Astronomy 
Energy 
Science - Miscellaneous 
Music 
Ari thm.etic 
Art and Artists 
Life 
ii 23. 
'i 1, 24. 
I 
Definitions of Words and 
'J 
'I 
,125. 
:;26. 
'i 27. 
Phrases 
Miscellaneous 
The School 
Problems of Personal and 
15 
20.5 
13 
7 
4 
6 
28 
16.5 
5 
18.5 
1 
23 
9.5 
25.5 
25.5 
32.5 
30 
25.5 
13 
q Social Adjust:roont 2 il 2.8. Persona 1 to the Inquirer 18. 5 
ij29. Statements that do not Imply 
h Ques,tions 25.5 
1lso. Questions Involving Unknown 
Persons or Places 131. Questions that Suggest 
,, Riddles 
!I 
16.5 
32.5 
9 
3 
2 
17 
20 
13 
10 
23. 
5 
4 
6 
12 
2.8 
19 
8 
15 
7 
22 
21 
27 
25 
32 
2.9 
16 
11 
14 
24 
:n 
26 
30 
9.5 
6 
18.5 
16 
31 
11 
13.5 
20.5 
17 
7 
8 
9 .. 5 
29 
12 
4.5 
13.5 
1 
23 
15 
25.5 
25.5 
32.5 
32.5 
20.5 
4.5 
2. 
22 
29 
18.5 
29 
7 
11 
17 
19 
18 
13 
6 
21 
5 
12 
9 
10 
25 
16 
4 
15 
8 
24 
2.3 
26 
27 
31 
30 
14 
a 
3 
2,0 
32 
28 
29 
10 
6 
22 
18 
30.5 
11 
14 
20.5 
13 
7.5 
7.5 
9 
28.5 
15 
4 
16 
1 
2.3 
12 
25.5 
25.5 
33 
32 
2.4 
5 
2 
20 .. 5 
27 
19 
30 .. 5 
9 
2 
10 
19 
18 
14 
11 
22. 
4 
6 
8 
1a 
2.6 
17 
5 
16 
7 
23 
eU 
25 
27 
31 
29 
15 
3 
12 
24 
32 
28 
30 
:1 32. Que !lib ions that Suggest 
!! Daydreaming 30 33 27 33 28. 5 33 
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li 
..... ii 
' , ii 
il In Table V ~ Man as a Social Being, ten years ago ranked first in the 
! 
i children 1 s questions. Today it ranks third. AstronO!fl.l now ranks first 
whereas the Clark study ranked it only seventh. 
The second ranking category of the present study, Problems of Personal I, 
!I 
lj and Social Adjustment~ vv:as twelfth in the Clark study ten years ago. 
II 
' ! 
I 
I 
There is decidedly less interest in Recreation. In the CJark study 
I Recreation ranked fourth, today it ranks thirteenth. 
II 
'I 
11 
·.'I I 
il I. 
d 
II 
!I 
'I 
. II
!' 
,I 
!I 
!l 
ij I. 
il 
Jl 
·I 
: ~ 
Interest in Geography of the United states and Its Territories has 
declined very noticeabl~ in ten years. The Clark study places this 
category in eighteenth pJace whereas the present study ranks it thirtieth~ 
fourth from the last category% 
' 
Following are the five most popular and the five least popular 
categories of the present study in comparison to those of the Clark study • 
.Most Popular Categories 
Present study 
Boys Girls 
1. Astronomy 1. Astronomy 
2. Problems of Personal and Social 2. Problems of Personal and 
Adjustment Social Adjustment 
3. Man as a Social Being 3. Man as a Social Being 
4. Animal Life 4. The Earth 
5. The Earth 5. The School 
Clark Study 
Boys Girls 
1. Wan as a Social Being 1. Man as a Social Being 
2. Travel and Transportation 2. School 
3. Communication 3. Problems of Personal and 
4. War Socia 1 Adjustment 
5. Recreation 4. Earth 
s. Recreation 
54 
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tl ' ,, 
!! in the present study. Man as a Social Bein,g, although still popular, has 
il il dropped to third place whereas in the Clark study it ranked first and 
~ l 
!j 
11 Astronomy was not even fonnd in the first five choices. 
li 
!I 
.J ,, 
i1 
d 
Least Popular Categories 
!I i! Pre sent Study 
~ i Boys Girls 
;! 
\I 
!i 
30. 
29. 
Questions that Suggest Riddles 
Art and Artists 
Questions that Suggest 
Daydreaming 
Defini"t;ions of Words and Phrases 
Geography of the United States 
and its Territories 
Clark Studl 
Boys 
33. Questions that Suggest 
Daydreaming 
32. Art and Artists 
31. Statements that Do Not lmply 
Questions 
30.. Questions that Suggest Riddles 
29. Definitions of Words and 
Phrases 
33. 
32. 
31. 
30. 
2.9. 
Definitions of Words and 
Phrases 
Art and Artists 
Geography of the United States 
and its Territories 
Questions that Suggest Riddles 
Statements That Do Not Imply 
Questions 
Girls 
33. Questions that Suggest 
Daydreaming 
32. Statements that Do Not Imply 
QUestions 
31. Art and Artists 
30. Definitions of Words and 
Phrases 
29. Questions that Suggest Riddles 
If the least popular categories fol..Uld among either boys or girls 
in the present study -vvere grouped together, the same least popular 
categories would be fonnd in the Clark study when boys and girls were 
:: grouped together. 
" II il 
I 
~"""'~~~,L.-~~~-~,,~~=.c=•,~••=••••-~,o•,•=• ,,, ~-•,","" ••• , , . . .. , , . , -
f" 
!j 
TABLE VI II 
11 ·. 
:1 COMPARISOn OF THE ClARK STUDY TO THE PRESENT STUDY BASED ON TEE PER CE1"T 
II OF TEE TOTAL NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ASKED AND THE PER CENT OF THE TOTAL il NUMBER OF CHIIDREN VillO ASKED QUESTIONS IN EACH CATEGORY. 
ll CLARK AND PRESENT STUDY % of Total % of Total 
!J Questions Uumber of 
i! Most Popular Ca·cegories Asked Children 
., 
" 'j
ii 
'I 
!I II 
II 
II 
!I 
!I I, ,, 
l! 
II 
,, 
ii 
.I ,, 
:j 
! 
I 
I 
II 
II 
I' I! I ,, 
ll 
!i 
!! !I 
'I il 
I ~ 
' 
" !j 
il 
'I I• 
•I II il 
!I 
'I II 
il 
il 
i' ,, 
I. 
u 
;! 
il 
:; 
; 
!I 
., 
II !I )1 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
Man as a Social Being 
Communication 
The School 
The Earth 
5. IVar 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
Travel and Transportation 
Recreation 
Problems of Personal and 
Social Adjustment 
Astronomy 
1951 1961 
Clark Present 
Study Study 
7.86 8.30 
7.06 5.42 
5. 92 6.66 
5.59 5.59 
5.99 5.64 
4.75 1.30 
4.40 2.99 
7.09 10.:55 
6.49 9.09 
1951 1961 
Clark Present 
Study Study 
47.36 34.70 
47.16 26.03 
36.01 26.48 
32.61 29.68 
40.85 25.57 
33.73 7.31 
30.19 16.44 
34.69 37.44 
31.60 40.64 
It is of interest to note in Table VI the less than 4 per cent 
variance under Total Questions Asked in all nine categories. Quite 
coincidental is category fourJ T.he Earth, in which~ change has occurred 
in ten years (strictly by number comparison) in the number of questions 
asked by children. Questions concerned about ~have decreased only 
.35 per cent. Questions about Travel and Transportation have decreased by 
3.45 per cent. 
Interesting to note are the very noticeable differences in the 
percentage of children who asked questions in each of the most popular 
categories. It is of particular interest to note the 21.13 per cent 
decrease in the number of children asking questions about Communication 
and the 26.42 per cent decrease in Travel and Transportation. The number 
56 
il 
i.!l 
1• of children asking questions decrease also under the categories War by 
I I 15.28 per cent, Recreation by 13.75 per cent, and Man as a Social Being 
l1 
Ji by 12. 66 per cent in the pre sent study. 
" 
II Although the category Problems of Personal and Social Adjustment 
!I 
!I increased by only 3. 75 per cent, it is of interest when seven of the nine 
li II categories decreased. Astronomy increased substantially by 11.04 per cent 
'I 
11 in the nmnber of children asking questions in this category. Astronomy 
11 was not among the five most popular categories a decade ago. In the 
: 
present study, however, Astronomy ranked first with both boys and girls 
i 
II in popularity.· 
II !I 
lj 
II 
~I 
57 
:i 
!/ ,, 
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58 
I! 
!I 
,, , _,,,,..,,-,.;"'·'~-=.-:::c:::>lf=',c""'"~·-~···"~-"":=====--=--::=.;;-:::~=-~-=-=-c=.-·-=:.,-·:·-~-oc, --- --c·:c::·,.-,-·-,-·w·--·- -~--- ·-------' ::--- .. _,,-:--.. ---.'"":':-~-
~- il CHAPTER nr 
II 1: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
il 
il 
j1 The purpose of the present study was to find out, insofar as possible, 
d II through spontaneous and freely •vritten questions., what children of today 
ij (1961) want to know about their world. I· 
II Eight sixth grades (the total number) of a northern Maine community 
il 
:1 of approximately 13,000 population were chosen for the present study. An 
!I 
,i instruction sheet was sent to each sixth O'rade teacher with directions on !I o 
li II L 
11 
,l 
'I 
II il 
H 
!1 i! 
n 
~I 
p !I II 
n 
\! 
!I 
ii 
li 
!i 
hem to get the boys and girls to write free and spontaneous questions on 
what they •vant to know about their world. 
A total of 1772 questions were submitted by 219 boys and girls. The 
questions were categorized in the light of specific criteria and the 
results compared to those of the earlier Clark1 study. An average of 
8.09 questions ivaa: asked r:er child. The range of questions asked by each 
pupil varied from one paper with 35 to so~e who only asked one question. 
Twelve pupils, nine boys and three girls, asked no questions at all. 
The same thirty-three categories used by Clark: in her study for I' ~ ; q 
:1 classifying questions were also used in the present study in order to 
il 
,i compare What the children of ten years ago wanted to know about their 
!! 
" II 
1! 
d 
! 
:! 
~rld in relation to those of today. 
The first eleven categories 1.vere considered to be in the general area 
il of Social studieo. Categories 12 through ao ware classified as Science, 
!: 
, 
II 
n 1 Edythe Clark:, op. cit. 
\\ 
" 
,, 
ii 
d 
II ~ 
!I 
:! 
:j 
'I i! 
,.,., 
II\ . ' 
Social Studies 
It was found that the boys asked 41.50 per cent of the total number 
by the girls in the present study. In the Clark study, the boys asked 
51.01 per cent as against the girls 42.09 per cent of the total number of 
questions asked in Social Studies. 
Very close to half of the total number of questions asked in the 
area of Social Studies (40.07 per cent) were asked in the three categories 
of~ 1) Man as. a Social Being, (8.30 per cent); 2) Communication, (5.42 
per cent);; 3) War, (5. 64 per cent). In the Clark study nearly half of 
the total number of questions asked in the area of Social Studies (46.51 
per cent·) were asked in the three categories oft 1) Man as a Social 
Be~, (7.86 per cent); 2) Communication, (7.06 per cent); 3 ) War , ( 5. 9 9 
per cent). The same three categories in the present study were also the 
;! sa:me three categories in the Clark study ten years before. 
:I 
ii A higher percentage of girls (37 .17 per cent) asked questions about 
!I Man as a Social Being than did the boys (32.07 per cent) in the present 
ii 11 study. In the Clark study there was only a .13 per cent difference in 
!I favor of the boys who asked questions pertaining to Man as a Social Being. 
I! II 
li Only .11 per cent of the total questions asked came under the category 
\; 
1 ~ 
ii Geography of the United States and Its Territories as compared to 1.43 
'I lj 
J ~ 
per cent in the Clark study. 
!I 
!! 
59 
Travel and Transportation ranks tenth in the area of Social Studies 
with only 1.30 per cent of the total number of questions being asked 
under this category. The Local Community ranks ninth with 1.47 per cent 
of the total number of questions. Under the same two categories in the 
Clark study, Travel and Transportation ranks fourth with 4.75 per cent of 
the questions and The Local Community ranks eleventh with 1.21 per cent 
of the total number of questions asked under the area of Social Studies. 
Science 
Under the area classification of Science fell 33.64 per cent of the 
total number of questions asked as a&ainst 30.55 per cent in the Clark 
study. The most popular category was Astronomy in which the boys asked 
9.32 per cent of their questions as against the girls' 8.95 per cent. In 
the Clark analysis the boys asked 7.38 per cent and the girls 5.62 per 
cent of their questions in Astronomy. 
Of the total number of boys and girls, 40.64.per cent asked questions 
about Astronomy in the present study as against 31.60 per cent in the 
Clark analysis. In the present study, the number of boys V'lhO asked 
questions concerning Astronomy was 38.68 per cent of the total number in 
comparison to 42.48 per cent of the girls. The girls appear to be more 
;i interested in the area of Astronomy than do the boys! 
<I i: il 
:1 The Barth was the second most popular category under Science with 
!j 
,j the boys asking 5.04 per cent and the girls 6.07 per cent of the total 
!I 
11 number of questions asked. Boys and girls in the Clark study asked 5.92 
per cent and 5.47 per cent, respectively, about The Earth. The Earth 
:1 was also the second most popular Science category in the Clark study. ,, 
,, 
·I 
60 
il 
n 
:I 
1! 
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~ d 
' l il It is of interest to note that the per cent of the total number of questions 
,, II asked by boys and girls was 5.59 per cent in the present study as compared 
,, 
il to 5.59 per cent in the Clark study! 
II 
II ii 
II 
'I il 
I! r 
1 
Other Categories 
This area included categories which could not be grouped under 
l Social Studies or So ience. Of thetotal number of questions asked in 
II 
!I 
il l; 
the present study, 26.29 per cent were classified in this area. 
The category, Problems of Personal and Social Adjustment, seemed to ji 
!I be of definite concern to both boys and girls. Of the total number of 
:: 
1 .. 1, 
,, boys, 34.91 per cent asked questions in this category as compared to an 
:i 
!I 
11 even higher 39.82 per cent of the girls. Problems of Personal and Social !! !i jl Adjustment ranked first with nearly half (10.55 per cent) of the total 
p 
:: number of questions being asked in the classification of Other Categories. 
:• 
·I 
" The girls asked 7.61 per cent of their questions about The School as 
'i !I against the boys ' 5. 54 per cent. 
I! 
However, the boys and girls together 
,, 
•I 
; within the two categories of Problems of Personal and Social Adjustment ii 
!I 
n and The School asked 17.21 per cent, or more than half of the total per 
; 
I! 
ii 
cent of questions (26.29 per cent) asked under Other Categories. 
Problems of Personal and Social Adjustment and The School were also 
ji two of the most popular categories in the Clark study a decade ago under 
:I 
Other Categories with the boys asking 5.22 per cent and the girls 8.93 
per cent of the total number of questions. 
In the present study the number of boys and girls vms 37.44 per cent 
of the total number who asked questions under Problems of Personal and 
1
1 Social Adjustment as against 34.69 per cent in the Clark analysis. The 
il 
il 
·l·· 
II 
\i 
!! 
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n ij number of children asking questions about The School VfaS 26.48 per cent of I· 
ij j the total number of children in the present study in comparison to 36.01 
II 
Jl per cent of the Clark total. 
II !I Conclusions 
!I ii The impl:ications for the use of children 1 s q ta stions in revising the 
:1 curriculum have been considered by educators for many years. Baker 1 s2 ji 
,I 
l! data on the subject of children's questions were collected in 1941. 
!' 
' I Clark3 did a comparative study on the Baker research in 1951. Data. for 
II ll ij 
II ii 
!i 
II 
ii II 
:j 
H q 
the present study were collected in 1961. A period of exactly ten years 
elapsed between each study. 
Baker4 listed conclusions as follows: 
1. Under the conditions established for gathering questions for 
this study~ girls tend to ask: more questions than boys. 
2. The subject-matter interests as expressed by the children who 
reported questions for this study are in varying degree common to both 
:! girls and boys and common to all grades from three to six. 
!j 
II 
!I ~ I II 
3. 'The range of the questions shows that with children in grades 
three to six many interests run concurrently. Their interest in a given 
area may be expected to continue for several years. 
;; 4. Children are interested in the origins and causes of natural I 
and social phenomena. They want help in interpreting the facts and 
il situations they observe. They -want help in understanding the school 
; situation. 
:! 
i 
'I II q 
:I 
ll 2 
H 
1l li 3 
'I 
:j 
'I 4 
Emily V. Baker~ op. cit. 
Edythe T. Clark, op. cit. 
Emily V. Baker~ op. cit., p. 169. 
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5. Nearly 50 per cent of the questions submitted to this study fall 
within the areas commonly considered as the social studies. Nearly 8 
par cent of these questions call for help in interpreting current events. 
!I 
il 6. Nearly 38 per cent of the questions call for scientific infer-
Of these, 3.46 per cent raise inquiries about the human body. li mation. 
·i 
i 
!! 
il 
II 
!i 
il 
! 
7. Only 3.66 per cent of the pupils asked questions about their 
local communities. They did ask, however~ many questions about industries, 
about the earth, about communication, and about other topics, consideration 
of Which could lead readily to the observation and study of features and 
!l conditions in the local community. 
jj 
!I 5 
!) Clark's- later study listed these conclusions: 
!! ,, 
il il 
II 
1! 
n !I 
II 
!I 
!I 
il 
l! 
li 
ill 
\ 
" '! 
,I 
il 
! 
II d 
!I 
!! 
li 
'I 
il 
I 
,j 
i' i! 
ij 
ll /1 
" 
1. In grade six there was no longer a common interest (among boys 
and girls) in Social Studies. The boys asked 51.01 per cent of their 
questions in this area, the girls only 42.09 per cant. 
a. There was a common interest in Science, vrith the boys asking 
31.20 per cent of the questions and girls, 29.91 per cent. 
3. The girls' interest in The School and Problems of Personal and 
Social Adjustment vra.:r: higher than that of the boys, for 16.23 per cent of 
the girls' questions were in this area in contrast to the 9.74 per cent 
of the boys' questions. 
4. In grades four, five., and six the interest in Natural Science, 
particularly The Earth, Astronomy, Energy, The Human Body, and Science-
Miscellaneous rose steadily. 
5. The sharpest increase was fo'W.ld in Problems Concerning Personal 
and Social Adjustment. 
6. There was a decline of interest in Social Studies, particularly 
in .American History and Government, Geography of the United States and Its 
Territories, Industries and Commercial Products and The Local Community. 
7. Throughout the three grades there vms a particularly high interest 
in Man as a Social Being and exceedingly low interest in Art and Artists 
and Music. 
II 5 Edythe T. Clark, op. cit., p. 100-102. 
II q 
,, 
:• j! The present study tends to support both the Baker and Clark con-
" ~ I 
' 
:1 elusions: q 
~ ~ 
ii 1. Research has indicated that interest in the social studies as a 
!I formal school subject has decreased~ but interest in this field, as shown 
it ~.1. from the number of children's questions, remains high. The present study 
supports this previeua research with 40.07 per cent of all questions 
·1 asked by boys and girls falling under the classification of Social Studies. 
" '! 2. Interest among boys and girls in Science has increased only 3.09 
!i per cent in ten years. The boys asked 33.76 per cent of their questions 
'I about Science in comparison to the girls' 34.36 per cent. Science remains 
!I high among children's interests. 
I 
~ : 
!j 
rl 
!I ii 
!I ,, 
il 
il 
!I 
. , 
:I 
;! 
3. Questions concerned with space and space travel account for many 
of the questions classified under Astronomy for vmnt of a better class-
ification for questions on space. This indicates that questions on space 
have become a prominent interest among children in the last ten years. 
4. Problems of Personal and Social Adju&tment have increased only 
3.46 per cant over a ten year period. A total of 10.55 per cent of all 
questions asked by boys and girls fedl under this category • 
5. Generally, little change in children's interests, aa indicated by 
their questions, has occurred in 20 years in the areas of Social Studies 
and Science. The same conclusion was made about the classification of 
<~ Other Categories, which included the categories of The School., The Local 
il Community and Problems of Personal and Social Adjustment. 
il 
., 
Since the results of the present study are highly consistent vvith 
n il the Baker and Clark studies covering a period of 20 years, perhaps 
i! questions might be raised. Should we analyze the Social Studies curri-
'1 
culum in our present middle grades., (4, 5, and 6) to find the relation-
i ships between what is actually taught in social studies and the kinds of 
:I 
: spontaneous questions children ask'l Do we need to make curriculum 
\i 
changes 'I 
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